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CHURCH-WIDE  MEETING 

Sunday, Nov. 20th at Noon 
2012 officers and budget will be the agenda 

  
ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

 Occupy OKC is our own, local embodiment of the Occupy Wall Street movement.  What do 

the protestors want?  I saw one poster at the rally downtown that stated it well:  
   

`                    “Second Bill of Rights:   

                      -employment with a living wage 

          -Freedom from unfair competition and monopolies 

          -Housing 

          -Medical care 

                      -Education 

                      -Social Security” 
      

 Additional goals include protecting the environment and ending corporate personhood.  These 

goals all seem perfectly consistent with the vision of justice and peace, the Shalom way of justice that 

Jesus taught.  Of course, like any grass-roots movement this energy for change is bubbling up without 

lots of structure or organization, so there is no one spokesperson to represent the groups.  Time will 

tell what new strategies and solutions result from the “Occupy” efforts. 
           

 One old definition says that politics is simply a matter of who gets what and how much, and 

how they get it.  Our faith requires that we seek justice and fairness in all that we do.  I was proud to 

see many young adults from our church (and some of us older adults, too) taking part in the Occupy 

OKC activities.  Please keep the protestors and our community leaders in your prayers as we all seek a 

brighter, more just future together. 
     

With hope and love, 

Kathy McCallie 
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FALL RETREAT! 
November 4 – 6 

    

Sign up right away!   

Call (405) 525-9555 to register. 

 

 The adventure begins at 7:30 p.m. on Friday night, November 4th and ends at 11:30 a.m. 

on Sunday, November 6th.   Some of us will come back for church on Sunday morning at Open 

Arms, and others will stay out at camp and enjoy an out-door worship experience there.   
    

 The cost is $80 per adult.  All children and youth are covered by scholarship 

money.  There is additional money to help with scholarships for adults.  Please pay what you 

can, but most importantly, please come!   

 

    

Mission 1 Breakfast 
Sunday, Oct. 30th 

 
         9:00 a.m. is the kick-off time for our breakfast Mission 1 celebration.  Come eat with 

friends, make new friends, and participate in our plans for feeding the hungry and  

confronting food-related injustice.  Donations for the breakfast will help us reach our goal of 

raising $1,111 for our Neighbors in Need offering. 

NEW CHURCH DESIGNATIONS 
From the Social Justice Committee 

     

 Open Arms is an “Open and Affirming” church.  The UCC invites churches to consider additional  

designations, including “Green Church” and “Peace and Justice Church.”  Think about it.  Could you support 

Open Arms adding the designations “Green Church” & “Peace and Justice Church” to our identity? More 

conversation is needed on such discussions. Join this discussion on Saturday, November 5th, at the Fall  

Retreat (10:00-Noon). Stay tuned! 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING     

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH ~ 6:30 p.m. 



 

ONE UNITED CHURCH  

ON A SHARED MISSION 

 FOR 11 POWERFUL DAYS 

 TO FEED THE HUNGRY  

AND CONFRONT FOOD-RELATED INJUSTICE 
  

"MISSION: 1" CAMPAIGN SET FOR 11.1.11 – 11.11.11 
 
For 11 days in early November, the entire United Church of Christ will make good on its "that they 
may all be one" motto with a coordinated mission campaign to gather more than one million food and 
household items for local food banks and marshal its 5,300 congregations to advocate collectively — 
and loudly — for hunger-related causes, both domestically and around the world. 
 

and other household items for local food banks and outreach services.  
   

-special push to gather online contri-
bution of more than $111,111 for Neighbors in Need, offerings that will be shared for hunger-action 

purposes with agencies of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  
    

the government to reform U.S. foreign assistance in a way that more effectively benefits hungry and 
poor people worldwide, helping to provide a major final push to Bread for the World's 2011 "Offering 
of Letters" campaign.   
  

     ►On Nov. 1, the UCC's homepage at ucc.org will be converted into an online tote board that will    
          tally the denomination's collective count of food stuffs, donations and letters — information that  
          will be updated and celebrated in real time. 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church of  the Open Arms’s Leadership Council  
Has set these goals for our participation in Mission 1:    

 
►  WE will raise a minimum of  1,111 healthy food items for our food pantry. 
    
►  WE will write a minimum of  111 letters to ask Congress to support Bread  
         for the World’s campaign to benefit hungry and poor people worldwide. 
    
►  WE will raise a minimum of  $1,111 for our UCC Neighbors in Need offering. 
  _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Follow ucc.org/mission 1  
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FINANCE TEAM PLANS CAMPAIGN 

 As announced in last month’s newsletter, Church of The Open Arms is having a Count Yourself Blessed 

“Estimate of Giving” campaign starting October 29th.  In the next week or so, you will be receiving a letter from 

Open Arms.  Inside the letter you will find information and instructions.  We are asking 100% participation. 

“Every person in church should feel essential to Open Arms’ life and future,” said incoming President, Mark 

Van Dorn. “Whether you’re giving $10 or $1,000 per month, everyone counts and should be counted.”  The  

Finance Team and Leadership Council invite everyone to prayerfully reflect on their giving to the church. This 

will be an opportunity to make a change, either up or down, in your giving. The point is to make all our giving 

intentional and consistent, so that our church remains healthy and strong. 

Thank you and God Bless. 

      SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM 
     The November Movie Night will be held on              
  

Thursday evening, November 17.   
      

Movie:   What Would Jesus Buy?  
     

         Please Join us at 6:30 p.m.!! 

Resource Directories 

The updated pages (and new up-

dates to old pages) are ready for the 

church directories. They will be  

available at church each Sunday to 

anyone who has a directory . If you 

do not have a directory and want 

one, please talk to any member of 

the New Growth Team.   

  

Full-Moon Drumming 

November 11,  

Vegetarian Potluck—6:30 

Drumming at 7:00 p.m. 

At MettaWing  

(Wilshire & Post) 

PRIME TIMER DINNER          

 The Central Oklahoma Prime Timer Group will be holding their annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner in our church on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 20th at 2:00 p.m.  Check out Prime Timers by 
calling (405) 946-1377 or e-mailing primetimecentok@aol.com to get involved with this social 
network for older men. 

CHURCH-WIDE MEETING 
Sunday, Nov. 20th at Noon 

     

Immediately after our worship/celebration service on  

November 20th, all persons interested in supporting the 

future of our congregation are encouraged to stick around 

for a short business meeting.  Our Leadership Council has 

prepared a proposed budget and slate of officers for 2012.  

According to our church bylaws all members of the 

church are invited to vote on the budget and officers at 

our November meeting.  Even if you are not a member, all 

who are interested are welcome to attend.   



 

 

 

 For Our Continued Peace of Mind - New Safe Church Policy  
If nothing else, a church should be a safe place to belong for people of all ages.  With that in mind we have put 

into place a new Safe Church Policy that will help protect the security and comfort of our community.  Increased 

training and supervision will be put into place with immediate effect.  However, this policy is only a temporary 

one we adopted, with few modifications, directly from our conference.  In the coming months, we will be devel-

oping a more in depth policy tailored to our specific community.  Included in this process will be two forums 

where we hope you will aid us in identifying how we can best protect ourselves and, more importantly, our youth 

and children.  So keep your eyes and ears open for those dates.  If you would like a copy of the new policy and/or 

would like to be a part of the development team for the coming Safe Church Policy please contact Clayton Miller 

at claytonmill3r@gmail.com.   

Happy Holiday$? - Alternative Holiday Video Series  
Starting Nov. 13th, and continuing on Sundays from 7:00-8:00pm, Clayton Miller will be hosting a video series 

focusing on some little ideas that just might have something to do with the holidays.  You know...love, renewal, 

giving, and family; maybe even a sprinkling of justice.  We'll be watching 5-35 minute videos and discussing how 

we can improve our holiday habits through practices such as: alternative gift giving, emphasis on community and 

breaking bread, learning to stop . . . breathe. . . and truly experience the joy and sense of renewal this season can 

bring. So join us and explore how you can have an authentic Happy Holiday.  If you have questions or would like 

more information, contact Clayton Miller at claytonmill3r@gmail.com.  

Living the Questions Postponed  
Confirmation that Living the Questions Young Adult study will be postponed until 2012. For questions or more 

information contact Clayton Miller at claytonmill3r@gmail.com. 

Come Home for the Holidays 
  

 The holidays are fast approaching, and Bo and I will again be hosting Christmas Dinner at the church. Every 

Christmas there are people who don’t have anyone to spend Christmas with. They think that no one cares and may feel 

they don’t deserve to experience the joys of Christmas. They often end up at a bar or home alone. The suicide rate spikes 

during the holidays. We feel that absolutely no one should have to spend Christmas alone. 

 We invite not only the congregation of the Church of the Open Arms, but we invite the congregation to invite 

others. Christmas just happens to fall on Sunday this year. This is a superb opportunity to bring a friend to service or 

someone who has never heard of our church. This is your chance to share the love with others! 

 On Christmas morning, the Community Café will be open at 8:00 a.m. offering coffee, hot cider and other Christ-

mas goodies. Feel free to bring your own goodies to add to the table. There will be dominoes and cards as well as other 

games available. So join us early to make some Christmas morning memories. 

 Christmas morning worship service will begin at 10:45 a.m. and child care will be available. Christmas dinner will 

be served following worship service (approximately 12:15 p.m.) and child care WILL NOT be available. Christmas dinner 

will work much like a potluck. Carol Fasol and Cindy Lasyone have each donated a turkey and Scott Hamilton has  

donated a ham. We are asking everyone to bring a favorite holiday dish. In order for us to get a good idea of how many 

will be there and who is bringing what, a sign-up sheet will be available in the foyer of the church. 

RSVP IS APPRECIATED 

Contact Bo or Kenny for more information—405-684-4539 
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The Food Panty served a total of 955 in September, 678 adults and 277 children.  4,963 pounds 

of food were purchased at a cost of $661.89.  This averaged out to 69 cents per person.  We received 

3,125 pounds of complimentary produce, bread and dairy.  
  

► The Panty is listing 11 different items that you can donate during the MISSION 1 Project.  These 

are:  canned meat, brown rice, dry beans, canned fruit, cereal, shampoo, bar soap, deodorant, laundry 

detergent, liquid dish soap and toilet paper. 

* A tally of items donated will be kept online at the church website.   

 

 

 Birthdays 
      
 Suzanne Nichols  November 2 
 Irene Ponce  November 4  
 Kylee Holland  November 8 
 Billy Michael Madden November 10 
 Bob Nichols  November 10 
 Sarah Smith  November 10 
 Cheryl Pooler  November 16 
 Noah Barker-Cully November 23 
 Betty Harsanyi  November 24 
 Barb Hawthorn  November 30 
    

        Anniversaries 
    

        Lynda Mead & Carol Fasol   November 6 
        Jo Pierce and E. Swinney   November 11 
 

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings  
to you all! 

CARE TEAM NOTES 
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Join us for a Lightening Round (very fast Sunday School) from 10-10:30 a.m. in the 

community hall. Coming topics include: *the UCC 1-11-11 event, *Old Testament  

symbolism, *the best ways to understand and use OKC bus system, *how to visit someone 

who is in the hospital (what do I say?), *why we should have Advanced Directives and  

assistance in completing one, and more!  Do you have a topic to present?  These Lightening 

Rounds are very informal.  The person leading each round is different every week and  

anyone can volunteer.  All it involves is a presentation of about 10-15 minutes followed by 

a short group discussion time for the rest of the 30 minutes.  Ya'll come!   

 

 
(Note: we are always trying to update our records of birth-
days and anniversaries. If we missed yours, please contact 
the church office at 405-525-9555 or at openarm-
sok@aol.com). 
 
The “blue card” in your bulletin every Sunday has a space 
for prayer requests. You can fill it out and put the card in 
the offering plate. Prayer requests during the week can be 
made by calling or emailing the church office, or via the 
Open Arms prayer request e-mail list. To make a request 
or to add your name to the list, contact Mindy Hellwege 
at hellwege69@aol.com. 
 
The Open Arms Care Team meets during the Pot Luck 

Meal after worship on the first Sunday of every month. 

Feel free to stop by, have a bite, and share your ideas for 

building a more effective Care Team.  

  

  HIV / AIDS Support Group  
  

  We are meeting back at the church on November 17th, 

 From 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Those interested are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 Stay posted for our December holiday meeting and location. 

mailto:openarmsok@aol.com
mailto:openarmsok@aol.com
mailto:hellwege69@aol.com
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